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But the fury of haughtiness ia Becket equalled the.
fury of resentment in the King: yet it was not without
subtlety. Just before the scene at Vezelay, it has been
said, the King had sent the Archbishop of Eouen and
the Bishop of Lisieux to Pontigny, to lodge his appeal
to the Pope. Becket, duly informed by his emissaries
at the court, had taken care to be absent. He eluded
likewise the personal service of the appeal of the
English clergy. An active and violent correspondence
ensued. The remonstrance, purporting to be controversy
from the Primate's suffragans and the whole cicrgy.
clergy of England, was not without dignified calmness*
With covert irony, indeed, they said that they had
derived great consolation from the hope that, when
abroad, he would cease to rebel against the King and1
the peace of the realm; that he would devote his days-
to study and prayer, and redeem his lost time by fast-
ing, watching, and weeping; they reproached him with
the former favours of the King, with the design of
estranging the King from Pope Alexander; they
asserted the readiness of the King to da full justice,,
and concluded by lodging an appeal until the Ascension-
day of the following year.* Foliot was no doubt the
aiithor of this remonstrance, and between the Primate
and the Bishop of London broke out a fierce warfare of
letters. With Foliot Becket kept no terms. "You
complain that the Bishop of Salisbury has been excom-
muuicated, without citation, without hearing, without,
judgement. Eemember the fate of ITcalegon. He
trembled when his neighbour's house was on fire." To
Foliot he asserted the pre-eminence, the supremacy, the
divinity of the spiritual power without reserve. "Let

f Eplst Giles, vi. J58; Bouquet, 259.
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